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     Welcome to the second newsletter for the Bridgeport Youth 

Lacrosse Sports Academy (BYLSA)! As we look forward to fall 

activities I would like to take a minute to showcase some of our 

highlights from the summer. 

     This summer has been amazing - Team Jamaica visited Bridgeport 

for practice and player clinics prior to leaving for the 2018 FIL World 

Lacrosse Championship in Israel. They finished 13th in the world.  

 Later, BYL hosted a camp at the Discovery Museum and sent our 

players to the Gamebreaker Lacrosse Camp at Fairfield University.  

Special thanks to our student-athletes for taking part in our new 

program “CRISIS” which provides academic intervention, behavioral 

support, mentoring, leadership training through sports - the summer 

was jam packed with excitement. 

     The excitement continues this fall, with our annual collegiate 

invitational as BYL hosts local colleges and universities lacrosse 

teams who play full-field games against each other; to our fall sports 

academy - don't forget to register today! 

     Thank you for your continued support of BYLSA.  If you would 

like to help or volunteer, please free to reach out to me. 

Coach Don 

Where We Are Today

SUMMER OF LEARNING 
AT THE DISCOVERY 
MUSEUM

BYL AT FAIRFIELD 
UNIVERSITY LACROSSE 
CAMP

CRISIS BENCHMARK 
PROGRAM

BYL ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

#6 Deshaunte Longley 

Johnson & Wales Univ. 

Major Culinary Arts 

Alumni Spotlight

#37 Jeff Jean-Baptiste 

LI University Post 

Major Business
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This summer, BYLSA partnered with the Discovery Museum to provide STEM 

enrichment for several students as well as offering a structured athletics program 

for Discovery summer programs students. From Sharks and Minnows to lacrosse 

basics, BYLSA offered a variety of engaging fitness programs for Fairfield county 

students.

"He (Tione) thought the people (camp counselors and friends) were cool. He said he loved the outdoor 

activities, his favorite was kick ball and lacrosse. Either way he said that camp did open his mind and 

inspired new things." - Dione Dwyer

"BYL continues to inspire greatness for all out student-athletes and the results 

we are seeing is truly our mission.  Our mission - striving to impact youth in the 

development of self-confidence, self-discipline, and dedication for the skills 

necessary to succeed in sports and in life." - Coach Don 

"BYL hosted an amazing five-week sports academy at PT Barnum Apartments with PT Partners (a resident-owned initiative).  There were, 

on average, about 20 boys and girls who attended the sports camp this summer.  The program was a needed addition to families who want 

safe and constructive programming for their children.  The students participated in academic-centered team building and team sports, 

which included mentoring and positive behavior development. The staff of BYL was excellent!  The youth responded well to their direction 

and parents appreciated their structure and the high expectations of their children.  We were able to build on the relationships created 

between the staff and students and get the students to participate in other opportunities we provide.  Most importantly for us at PT 

Partners, we were able to connect with residents we have not built relationships with previously. We are excited to continue working with 

BYL this fall and know the work we do together will build community and provide new and unique opportunities for the youth of PT 

Apartments." - Vanessa Liles, PhD Co-Project Director

Our 2017, Summer Camp left a profound impact on staff, volunteers, and myself. Its’ our hope to continue this 

important work moving forward. We believe there has to be sustained presence, effort and force, to see the change we 

want to have! Our youth are dying and experiencing hopelessness to the point of thinking about committing suicide. 

Continuing where we left off last year with our work in PT Apartments Our summer camp at PT Apartments was 

amazing "CRISIS" which provides academic intervention, behavioral support, mentoring, leadership training through 

sports.

Summer of Learning at the Discovery 
Museum 

Crisis Our Benchmark Program

This summer, members of BYL attended the Gamebreaker 

lacrosse camp at Fairfield University. Campers worked on 

improving their individual stick skills, worked on positional 

training and team concepts, and scrimmaging daily. The 

campers trained in Fairfield University's new Rafferty 

Stadium, stayed in the campus dorms and ate their meals in 

the all-you-can-eat dining hall. 
"Staying at the Fairfield University campus was awesome!  I liked experiencing what college life is like, so I can be better prepared in the future. 

 I plan to attend college one day and I’m working hard in school, on the lacrosse field, and basketball court to achieve this goal.  I slept pretty 

well and I loved the food. My favorite meal was chicken Parmesan with a salad. I liked having independence and an opportunity to show 

myself and my parents that I can be responsible on my own." -Charlie and Christopher Scott 

  

"The biggest thing that made me rethink things was when I seen a younger kid sit alone during lunch. I asked him why he was alone, he 

responded, “ I don't have friends here.” When he said that something instantly clicked. I invited him over to eat with the Bridgeport Kids and a 

few other friends we had made. I could tell that he felt better. That only happened because of my youth team  in Bridgeport, we treat each other 

like family on and off the field. That is what my Coach Don Wilson instilled in me since I began the sport." - Austin Mckenzie 

BYL at Fairfield U Lacrosse Camp 
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For more information please visit: 
bridgeportyouthlacrosse.org 
or call Don Wilson at (203) 273-6084


